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as for example, the tenacity of steel, as distinct from its
composition, the nse of a house as distinct from its order of
architecture, the quality of a chemical compound as distinct
from the elements of which it is composed. And so, too, in
organic nature, it is the fragrance of tin* rose that is its Form,
and not merely its botanical composition ; the function of the
hand or eye and not its shape or structure ; the ,soul or vital
principle of an animal and not its mere form; the intelligence
of a man and not his bodily figure or sensuous and animal
existence. And hence we have Aristotle defining it its the
something over, the new <piality added to the elements of
which a thing is made up; so that, to give his own instances,
the syllable ba is the Form of which the letters b and a are the
Matter, and flesh is the Form, the something over, of the fire
and earth of which it is composed ; in the same way as we
might say that water was the Form, the quality added to the
oxygen and hydrogen which were its Matter, and the like-.
And if, as we have seen, the primordial Matter when it begins
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to revolve, takes lip these Forms or Ideas in succession one by
one, as a snowball takes up fresh material as it goes along, it
is evident that just as each part of a rolling wheel Is now on
the earth and now in the air, that which is now Matter, will,
when it takes up an Idea become Form, which in turn will
become Matter again to the next Idea incorporated with if,
ami so on; each thing being both Mutter and BWm, according
to the point from which it is viewed; the tree for example being
Form to the sap and juices of which it is composed, but
Matter to the house which is to be built from it; that which
its Form to a lower Matter, being in turn Mutter to a higher
Form.

Xow if Matter and Form are with Aristotle thus Inseparably
united, and tend naturally to puss each into the other in the
course of evolution, and not, as with Plato, distinct and mile*
pendent so that the Form has to bo impressed uiYush at every
turn on an alien Mutter with winch it has no tendency to unite,